
01 Two stacks that map to each other
Add Microsoft Defender to Sentinel and you have a genuine apples-to-apples comparison. Each stack is the same three parts

— a tool (EDR), a managed service (MDR), and a SOC — just from a different vendor.

02 Side-by-side at a glance

03 Strengths & considerations

04 The cost conversation
This is where the two models genuinely diverge. Datto EDR is one bundled, predictable fee. Defender + Sentinel introduces

Microsoft licensing and Azure costs that are billed directly to you — and stay with you no matter who manages the service.

⚠️ Business Premium alone isn't enough. Without the right end-user licensing, Defender + Sentinel can't fully monitor email, SharePoint Online

and user activity — so the tools can't deliver the visibility you're paying for. The license tier is what gives them that reach.

05 When to choose each

CHOOSE DATTO EDR IF

→ You want one predictable, bundled cost

→ Baseline security policies meet your needs

→ You're an SMB or have standardized requirements

→ You want fast time-to-value, low overhead

→ You don't need to build custom compliance rules

Excels at standardized protection, predictable cost.

CHOOSE DEFENDER + SENTINEL IF

→ You're in a highly regulated industry (HIPAA, CMMC, SOC 2)

→ You need custom rules mapped to your own framework

→ You want granular control over detection & data protection

→ You have — or are growing into — a complex environment

→ You can absorb per-user licensing + Azure costs

Excels at tailored controls for your exact compliance

needs.
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Datto EDR vs. Microsoft Defender +
Sentinel
Two managed detection & response stacks that map directly to one another. Both are EDR

+ MDR, both run 24/7 by a SOC — so the real decision comes down to two things: how

customizable you need it, and how the costs are structured.

06 It's not either / or — it's where you are in the journey

Many organizations start with Datto EDR for fast, predictable, standardized protection — then move to Defender +

Sentinel as they grow more complex or more regulated and need to build controls to their own framework.

START  HERE

Datto EDR
Fast protection, managed response, predictable bundled

cost.

→

MATURE  INTO

Defender + Sentinel
Custom rules, compliance-grade visibility & forensics at

scale.

THE  CORSICA  DIFFERENCE

We deliver both — and help you pick the
right starting point.

Fully managed or co-managed, with a 24/7 SOC, deep Microsoft Defender + Sentinel

expertise, and our Cybersecurity Guarantee. Let's map your environment, compliance

needs and budget to the right model — and estimate your Azure costs before you

commit.

Book a discovery consultation
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